Special Mother’s Day Broadcast

This Sunday on May 13th starting at 7:00 pm the Sundance Channel
offers a special Mothers’ Day triple feature showing Judith Helfand’s
Peabody Award winning “video diary” A HEALTHY BABY GIRL, it’s
Sundance award-winning 2x Emmy nominated sequel BLUE VINYL
(which she co-directed with Daniel B. Gold) followed by the premiere of
a 17-minute epilogue EK VELT:
AT THE END OF THE WORLD.
(Yes... the Helfand’s finally move..)

hat makes this broadcast all the more poignant
Wis that my father Ted Helfand, very much the

midwife to these films, passed away sx weeks
ago. After a long battle with congestive heart failure he
died in the first hours of SpringE just the kind of day my
dad would think is perfect for remembering a loved one.
My father loved metaphor... He also loved irony.

He knewthat peopleneededsomethingas simpleas

a bluevinyl starterranchin Merrick,LongIslandb and
the problemof what do with 2,000 squae feet of used
blue vinyl sidingDto Ogetthe conceptof bio-accumula
tion. He loved that peopleall over the world were wear-
ing a pieceof his houseon madiGyras beadswith a
warning sticker about PVC.He Okelled[Yiddishfor tak-
ing pleasue in] over the fact, that piecesof our house
had becomehe radicaltotem of the envionmentaljus-
tice movement. He chortledwith subversive delight
whenl told him that the tchotchkiehad becomehe
bathroom key-chain-of-choide someof the mostinflu-
ential architectue firmsin the U.S.

Visit www.judithhelfand.com for more details.
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Sunday, May 13
beginning at 7:00pm e/p

7:00pm A Healthy Baby Girl
8:00pm Blue Vinyl
9:40pm Ek Velt: At the End

of the World
(U.S.TelevisiorPremiee)

n 1963, filmmaker Judith Helfand's moth-
er was prescribed the synthetic hormone
diethylstilbestrol (DES), meant to prevent
miscarriage. In 1990, 25-year-old Judith
was diaghosed with DESrelated cervical
cancer. She went home to heal from a radi-
cal hysterectomy, and picked up her camera.
Shot over five years, A HEALTHY BABY
GIRL, is a loving and humorous video-diary
exploring the long-term impact of chemical
exposure on a whole family — wrapping with
Ted Helfand re-siding the house with
America® most popular plastic.

BLUE VINYL picksup right there!
Slepticalof her parent€Xecisiorto Oe-
sideQheir homewith vinyl, Helfandand
co-diector & award-winningcinematogg-
pherDanielB. Goldsetout in seach of
the truth about polyvinylchloride(PVC).
From LongIslandto Louisianato Italy
they balancehorror with humorto createa
sobering shockinglyfunny, and personal
exploation into what it takesto be a really
educatedconsumer.

Makingits U.S.televisionpremiee is
Helfand'sepilogue EK VELT: At the End
of the World, chartsthe~nextchapterin
Ted and FlorenceHelfand® vinyl sidedlives
and beyond.




More on my dad & making these MOVIES together

— from my eulogy April 23, 2007.

OWII, A told him, Oitstartedwhenyou
took the red wood off the houseand put the
blue vinyl on the houseand it couldEOQ

Suddenlywe were both quiet b we real-
izedhow we would have to endthe film. The
truth is | think my Dad figured it out befoe |
did. And the smilethat went aciosshis face
was DELICIOUSANd the realizationthat he
would have to ultimately be the oneto talk
my motherinto letting us take the vinyl off
the houseand put up the reclaimedvoodE
that was beyonddelicious.

Theyfinally did sellthe blue WOODEN
houseand moved. All of that is chonicledin

My father was my dearest, deepest EK VELT: At The End Of The World. It
and most unexpected of comrades and was during thosetumultuousyears, selling
collaborators when it came to making the houseand trying to find an affordable
these movies. placeto move to, that | found out that per-

. . hapsmy parentshad justled meto beliewe
hile making A HEALTHY BABY that | had changedthem, in order to helpme

GIRL, | recorded what was per- beliee it was possibleo changethe world.
haps the most painful moments | And maybe that is enoughE.
ever spent with my mother in relation to DES About a weekbefoe he died | sceened
and my cancer. Having forgotten about a the BLUE VINYL dvd-activistexta of the

wireless microphone under my shirt, | followed | first affordable PVC-fee Habitat for
her into a dark hallway where she fled while | HumanityHousesponsoed by the Healtly

was showing a trailer for the film at a DES BuildingNetwork (HBN)and Greenpeacel.
conference. | never looked or listened to this alsotook great pride in shaving my dad the
until I shared it with a group of filmmakersat | descriptionof Unity homesjust launchedoy

a workshop entitled OHE SPECTREOF HBN -- a OgeenGnanufactuer producing
PUTTING YOUR FAMILY ON THLEVISONO | | healtty, affordable prefabhomesand offering
told my dad that the group said it was the good, healtty jobsto the Post-Katrina Gulf.
most compelling GudioOthey@ heard in a Thesewere dreamson film in BLUE VINYL

decade. My father said: OThat sounds like the | and dreamsof the film® audiencesngage-
heartbeat of your film. You have to incude it.O| mentcampaignMY HOUSHS YOURHOUSE.

When | said | couldn®do that to mom, he | And now they were realities.DadElookwhat
replied: Crou make the best movie you can; I® | our little middle-clasiousehelpedmale
take care of your mother.O happen.Who knew?(I did) he whispeed.
Whenmy momwas reticentabout us All told it malesfor a very poignant
makingwhat would becomeBLUE VINYL envionmentalmother€day story starringa

he said: OFlaence you had your mavie... This | father and a mother,their 17-yeas-post-can

is my movie!O And thenEone day he asled cer-surviving-chutzpadilaughterJudith and
me how it would endE[BLUE VINYL] OouthouseO.



